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This is an extraordinary personal testament, the story of one boy’s triumph in the face of
impossible obstacles. Born with cerebral palsy in Moscow, Ruben Gallego was hidden away in
Soviet state institutions by his maternal grandfather, the secretary general of the Spanish
Communist Party in the 1960s. His was a boyhood spent in orphanages, hospitals, and old-age
homes, a life of emotional deprivation and loss of human dignity. And yet there is no self-pity
here, no bitterness, only an unfailing regard for the truth. Gallego’s story is one of neglect and
mistreatment but also of shared small pleasures, of courage, of the power of the human will, and
of a child’s growing fascination with books and the worlds he finds in them.

PRAISE FOR WHITE ON BLACK"This book is today's Gulag Archipelago, a plea to ordinary
people not to close themselves off to the truth."--The New York Times"An uncomplaining
account of the harshest imaginable upbringing, it is a tribute to the resilience of the individual
will."--The New Statesman (London)"Mr. Gallego's little book is deeply moving, his triumph a joy
to read about."From the Inside FlapThis is an extraordinary personal testament, the story of one
boy's triumph in the face of impossible obstacles. Born with cerebral palsy in Moscow, Ruben
Gallego was hidden away in Soviet state institutions by his maternal grandfather, the secretary
general of the Spanish Communist Party in the 1960s. His was a boyhood spent in orphanages,
hospitals, and old-age homes, a life of emotional deprivation and loss of human dignity. And yet,
there is no self-pity here, no bitterness. Gallego's story is one of neglect and mistreatment but
also of shared small pleasures, of courage, of the power of the human will, and of a child's
growing fascination with literature and the worlds he finds in it. A book like no other.From the
Back Cover"White on Black demonstrates in no uncertain terms that this hero is alive and
kicking." – Washington Post Book World Born with cerebral palsy in Moscow, Ruben Gallego
was hidden away in Soviet state institutions by his maternal grandfather, the secretary general of
the Spanish Communist Party in the 1960s. His lost boyhood was spent in orphanages,
hospitals, and old-age homes. And yet, he shows no self-pity here, no bitterness. Gallego has
made his story one of small pleasures, of courage, of the power of the human will, and of a
child's growing fascination with literature and the worlds he finds in it. "A harrowing and graceful
memoir." --Entertainment Weekly"Heralded as a groundbreaking expose of the Soviet Union's
abuse of the handicapped....The resulting narrative feels at once concentrated and
universalized beyond specific individuals or nations." -- The New York Times"Mr. Gallego's little
book is deeply moving, his triumph a joy to read about."— The Washington Times Ruben
Gallego was separated from his family at the age of one. He was raised in a series of Soviet
state institutions, and then worked as a computer specialist until 2000, when he was reunited
with his mother. Gallego now lives in Freiburg, Germany.About the AuthorRUBEN GALLEGO



was separated from his family at the age of one. He lived in Russia and worked as a computer
specialist until 2000, when he was reunited with his mother. Gallego now lives in Freiburg,
Germany. Winner of the 2003 Russian Booker PrizeRead more
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Steve Decker, “A Must Read!!. The book "White on Black" is a must-read work, one that comes
from the heart of the author. I highly recommend this book for readers of all ages. Read it - you
will not be disappointed!”

Alla Rogozovsky, “The life is precious. This book is about invalid children, which were fought for
surviving in the Children's home in the Soviet union.This book is about, that life is precious in
spite of hardships. The every child was a hero because they did not have parents, legs or arms
or hands.This book teaches us about not only value of life but also about the cruelty of the Soviet
socialist regime.Everybody who is fond of socialist ideas must read this book.”

Till, “Excellent and important book. This is an excellent book and the author is very talented. It
was very important reading for me both personally and professionally. I highly recommend this
book to anyone who does any international humanitarian work, adoptions, or professional
service working with child abandonment, disabilities, and orphanages. However, this book is
much more than a professional reading. Different dimensions of life. Good book.”

sveta, “suffering. It is a very heart touching stories of a disabled child in a former Soviet
Union.And it is about human beeng able to survive in non human environment.”

ML, “Must read!. This is one of the most important books that I have ever read in my life. As soon
as you start reading you can’t put it down (even though it’s the very harsh story of life in a USSR
orphanage). I think this book is a must read! It’s truly inspiring - exactly what we need in these
times. Can’t recommend it enough.I also purchased two more for our friends”

donald a peterson, “I wish everyone could experience even one chapter of this easily red and
understood book. I’ve often seen educational research suggesting that the autistic mind is
capable of learning more. This book articulates what the human mind thinks when it can finally
communicate what it has experienced throughout the years. I kept thinking this the 70”s?Talk
about time travel; this book takes you through the thoughts and actions of educational
institutions. It truly challenges my thinking and feeling to be a little kinder in every situation. I wish
everyone could experience even one chapter of this easily red and understood book.”

Fingertuppen, “Book that everybody must read!. It's a book which can change your personality.
An orphans with cerebral palsy's struggle for life and human dignity in Soviet institutions. I am
listening to it now and I cry all the time. The bookis written in Russian and translated to many
other languages. Read it and you will never look at fysically challenged people the way you did
before!”



Xenophon, “Casting an eye on the past and present. Winner of the 2003 Russian Booker Prize,
'White on Black' is a first-person narrative relating the narrator's upbringing in several
orphanages and child institutions in Soviet Russia, as well as his life as a disabled citizen in the
post-Soviet state.The book shines a light not just on life for outcast children in Soviet times, but
also gives the reader an insight into how these establishments are run, function and what really
goes on behind their walls to this very day (there are approximately 700,000 children still living in
child institutions in Russia today).Having seen at first hand how Russian orphanages and
children's homes are currently run, I can say that the character types and institutional order
Gallego introduces the reader to are, unfortunately, still alive today.Gallego's text should be read
by all wanting to gain an insight into a world that has not been fully understood or analysed by
the Russian and international media.”

Katey N, “Unusual... well actually mind-blowing. If you haven't read this book, you are missing an
essential part of the history of the world from the 1980's, something that was hidden from all of
us even the people in the USSR where it was set.The fact that something so tragic can be made
so light - that's in the title.”

The book by Marian Schwartz has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 20 people have provided feedback.
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